'  *He  that  soweth  to  the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life 
everlasting.''* 


Behold,  a  sower  ivent  forth  to  sow;  And  when  he  sowed, 
$ome  seeds  fell  by  the  ivay  side,  and  the  fowls  came  and  de- 
voured them  up:  Some  fell  upon  stony  places,  where  they  had 
not  much  earth:  and  forthwith  they  sprung  up,  because  they 
had  no  deepness  of  earth:  And  when  the  sun  tvas  up,  they 
lucre  scorched;  and  because  they  had  no  root,  they  withered 
away.  And  some  fell  among  thorns;  and  the  thorns  sprung 
up,  '  and  choloed  them  :  But  other  fell  into  good  ground, 
and  brought  forth  fruit,  some  an  hundredfold,  some  sixty  fold, 
some  thirty  fold.    Who  hath  ears  to  hear,  let  him  hear. 

Hear  ye  therefore  the  parable  of  the  sower.  When  any  one 
heareth  the  tuord  of  the  Icingdom,  and  understandeth  it  not, 
then  cometh  the  wicked  one,  and  catcheth  away  that  tuhich  was 
sown  in  his  heart.  This  is  he  which  received  seed  by  the  way 
side.  But  he  that  received  the  seed  into  stony  places,  the 
same  is  he  that  heareth  the  ivord,  and  anon  tvith  joy  receiveth 
it;  Yet  hath  he  not  root  in  himself,  but  dureth  for  a  while; 
for  when  tribulation  or  persecution  ariseth  because  of  the 
word,  by  and  by  he  is  offcjided.  He  also  that  received  seed 
among  the  thorns  is  he  that  heareth  the  tvord;  and  the  care  of 
this  world,  and  the  deceitfulness  of  riches,  choke  the  word, 
and  he  becometh  unfruitfid.  But  he  that  received  seed  into 
the  good  ground  is  he  that  heareth  the  ivord,  and  understandeth 
it;  which  also  beareth  fruit,  and  bringeth  forth,  some  an 
hundredfold,  some  sixty,  some  thirty."' — Matthew  xiii.  3-9, 
18-23. 


^^In  the  morning  sow  thy  seed,  and  in  the  evening  tvithhold 
not  thine  hand.'' — Eccl.  xi.  6. 

You  are  familiar,  no  doubt,  from  childhood  with 
the  parables  of  Jesus,  and  especially  the  seven 
spoken  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee.  Very  likely  your 
knowledge  of  the  lake — its  storms,  its  clear,  cool 
waters ;  and  your  recollection  of  its  banks — where 
the  finest  wheat,  and  grapes,  and  olives  grow, — have 
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helped  you  to  remember  the  great  truths  of  the  Mas- 
ter. Perhaps  you  have  even  got  into  one  of  those 
little,  old-fashioned,  fishing-boats, — anchored  and  rock- 
ing at  ease  close  by  the  beach, — and  launched  out  a 
little  into  the  deep,  imagining  yourself  to  be  one  of 
the  great  multitude  long  ago,  listening  attentively  to 
the  words,  ^'Behold,  a  sower  went  forth  to  sow." 
Possibly  at  that  very  moment  you  saw  a  man  in  the 
distance,  diligently  scattering  his  seed. 

Now,  what  seems  to  be  the  chief  center  of  in- 
terest, as  you  meditate  upon  this  beautiful  picture? 
Is  it  the  sea,  or  the  boat,  or  the  shore,  or  the  multi- 
tude,— or  is  it  the  industrious  sower?  How  intensely 
real,  and  perfectly  sincere  he  is !  How  unmindful  of 
self;  how  generous  he  is  with  his  time,  and  his  seed. 
Up  early  in  the  morning  before  daylight ;  sowing 
seed  long  before  his  neighbors  have  had  their  break- 
fast. Watch  him.  Up  and  down  the  field  he  goes 
with  measured,  equal  steps, — a  heavy  bag  of  seed 
hanging  from  his  shoulder,  his  arms  keeping  time 
with  his  advancing  footsteps, — scattering  with  open 
hands  the  good  seed  in  every  direction.  He  does  not 
mind  a  beaten  foot-path  across  the  middle  of  his 
farm,  or  a  hard  trodden  margin.  It  may  be  annoying 
to  some,  it  may  be  painful  waste  for  others,  but  it 
only  shows  the  worth  of  his  good  seed.  Countless 
voracious  birds  pursue  him,  eager  to  devour  the 
grain  before  it  touches  the  ground.  Some  would 
stone  them  away,  and  lie  awake  troubled  at  nights; 


others  would  refuse  to  sow,  but  this  Galilean  pays 
no  more  attention  to  them — except,  that  he  sows  more 
generously —than  if  they  were  so  many  hairs  on  his 
head.  With  buoyant  step  and  head  erect,  he  marches 
over  the  stony  places, — never  once  digging  through 
the  thin  sprinkling  of  soil  to  see  how  deep  it  is :  or  to 
the  underlying,  impenetrable,  limestone  rock  to  see 
how  extensive  it  is, — confident  of  success.  He  never 
thinks  of  the  scorching  sun  overhead,  and  the  burn- 
ing rock  underneath,  and  the  likelihood  of  a 
drought;  his  mind  is  too  much  taken  up  with  the 
refreshing  dews,  the  gentle  showers  of  rain,  and  the 
bright  sunshine  of  a  kind  heavenly  Father.  No  one 
ever  found  him  standing  all  the  day  idle  murmuring 
against  the  thorns  and  thistles,  and  the  possibilities 
of  a  failure  that  summer.  He  never  belittled  either 
his  own  or  his  neighbor's  crop.  He  believed  that  he 
had  but  one  supreme  mission,  and  that  was  sowing 
seed :  sowing  at  the  proper  time,  sowing  at  any  cost, 
and  sowing  regardless  of  the  consequences.  And 
faith — victorious  faith — he  had  in  the  fertility  of  the 
good  soil,  little  or  much,  to  bring  forth  an  abundant 
harvest. 

And  do  you  observe,  now,  that  this  was  the  kind 
of  a  sower  Jesus  was :  ''He  that  soweth  the  good  seed 
is  the  Son  of  man."  He  knew  that  the  chief  priests, 
scribes,  Pharisees,  and  Sadducees  were  narrow, 
prejudiced,  sceptical^as  hard  as  the  beaten  track, — 
and  would  reject  all  His  claims  as  blasphemies.  But 


that  made  no  difference.  Fearlessly,  and  yet,  kindly, 
He  said :  '  ^  0  ye  hypocrites,  ye  can  discern  the  face  of 
the  sky;  but  can  ye  not  discern  the  signs  of  the 
times?"  ''Ye  serpents,  ye  generation  of  vipers,  how 
can  ye  escape  the  damnation  of  hellT'  ''0  Jerusa- 
lem, Jerusalem,  thou  that  killest  the  prophets,  and 
stonest  them  which  are  sent  unto  thee,  how  often 
would  I  have  gathered  thy  children  together,  even 
as  a  hen  gathereth  her  chickens  under  her  wings,  and 
ye  would  not ! ' ' 

He  was  aware,  too,  that  the  Galileans — the  great 
crowds,  even  His  best  friends,  at  times — were  im- 
pulsive, superficial,  unstable, — as  thin  as  the  stony 
places, — and  would  subside  into  indifference  and 
antagonism.  ''From  that  time  many  of  his  disciples 
went  back,  and  walked  no  more  with  him. ' '  But  did 
He  therefore  Avithhold  the  truth  from  them?  Nay, 
He  declared  it  all  the  more  freely  and  hopefully. 
When  one  of  His  disciples,  for  example,  said  to  Him, 
"Lord,  I  will  follow  thee  whithersoever  thou 
gcest, "  Jesus  knew  that  he  had  not  counted  the  cost, 
and  He  replied:  "Foxes  have  holes,  and  birds  of  the 
air  have  nests ;  but  the  Son  of  man  hath  not  where 
to  lay  his  head. ' '  When  James  and  John  wanted  to 
call  down  fire  from  heaven,  and  burn  up  a  Samari- 
tan village — inhabitants  and  everything,  Christ  said: 
' '  Ye  know  not  what  manner  of  spirit  ye  are  of.  For 
the  Son  of  man  is  not  come  to  destroy  men's  lives, 
but  to  save  them."    And  when  Peter  exclaimed, 


^'Thou  art  the  Christ/'  Jesus  knew  that  he  would 
also  say,  '^I  know  not  the  man";  therefore  He  said 
to  him:  Simon,  Simon,  behold  Satan  hath  desired 
to  have  you  that  he  may  sift  you  as  wheat :  But  I 
have  prayed  for  thee,  that  thy  faith  fail  not :  and 
when  thou  art  converted,  strengthen  thy  brethren." 

Moreover,  He  was  sure  that  the  harlots  and 
publicans  were  full  of  lust,  avarice,  selfishness, — as 
deceptive  as  the  thorny  ground, — and  would  soon  be 
choked  with  'Hhe  care  of  this  . world,  and  the  deceit- 
fulness  of  riches."  But  this  only  made  Him  all  the 
more  anxious  about  their  welfare.  For  instance, 
when  a  woman  living  on  the  low  level  of  the  world, 
was  brought  to  Him,  He  did  not  say,  harshly,  to  her 
accusers,  '^Let  her  be  stoned";  but  He  did  say, 
gently,  to  her,  ' '  Go,  and  sin  no  more. ' '  Another  time 
when  He  was  preaching,  one  of  the  company  tried  to 
change  the  subject  and  direct  His  attention  to  ma- 
terial interests,  demanding  his  share  of  the  inheri- 
tance. Quickly  Jesus  turned  to  him,  and  said  :  ' '  Take 
heed,  and  beware  of  covetousness :  for  a  man's  life 
consisteth  not  in  the  abundance  of  the  things  which 
he  possesseth."  Once  a  young  man  tried  to  get 
special  privileges,  saying,  ''Lord,  I  will  follow  thee; 
but  let  me  first  go  bid  them  farewell,  which  are  at 
home  at  my  house. ' '  Jesus  knew  that  such  a  follower 
would  never  make  a  good  disciple,  and  so  He  said : 
''No  man,  having  put  his  hand  to  the  plow,  and  look- 
ing back,  is  fit  for  the  kingdom  of  God."  Likewise, 


to  another  who  said,  ''Lord,  suffer  me  first  to  go  and 
bnry  my  father/'  Jesus  replied,  ''Let  the  dead  bury 
their  dead :  but  go  thou  and  preach  the  kingdom  of 
God/' 

And  finally,  He  did  not  forget  His  own.  When 
the  woman  poured  an  alabaster  box  of  very  precious 
ointment  on  His  head,  some  were  indignant ;  but 
Jesus  said, — ' '  She  hath  wrought  a  good  work  on  me  "  ; 
"Thy  faith  hath  saved  thee;  go  in  peace."  And 
when  the  disciples  were  exceeding  sorrowful,  He 
said, — "I  go  to  prepare  a  place  for  you'';  "Peace  I 
leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you :  not  as  the 
world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  Let  not  your  heart 
be  troubled,  neither  let  it  be  afraid."  Thus  Jesus 
believed  that  the  word  is  the  one  remedy  for  all  the 
ills  of  life,  and  for  all  sorts  and  conditions  of  men ; 
and  if  it  is  only  proclaimed  with  power  from  on  high, 
will  usher  in  a  glad  new  day,  wherein  dwelleth  right- 
eousness and  truth  and  brotherhood  and  peace. 

And  now,  let  us  make  this  real  in  our  hearts  and 
lives.  Some  people  see  in  this  parable  only  an 
ancient,  Galilean  sower;  others  see  in  it  a  modern, 
successful  farmer ;  few,  however,  see  in  it  what  J esus 
saw:  sow^ers,  ideal  sowers,  spiritual  sowers,  sowing 
seeds  of  mercy,  truth,  and  grace  in  human  hearts  to- 
day. Be  generous  then  with  your  seed,  be  impartial 
in  your  sowing,  and  be  unmindful  of  yourself.  The 
Father  "maketh  his  sun  to  rise  on  the  evil  and  on 
the  good,  and  sendeth  rain  on  the  just  and  on  the 


unjust.''  Let  plenty  of  seed  therefore  fall  upon  the 
hard-hearted.  They  do  not  see  any  good  outside  of 
their  own  little  sphere:  their  minds  are  closed,  and 
their  hearts  are  frozen.  They  have  not  had  the  ad- 
vantages of  travel,  education,  and  true  friendship ; 
consequently,  their  national,  racial,  social,  and  re- 
ligious prejudices.  A  godless  companion  may  tell  an 
idle  tale  to  such  a  one  coming  out  of  church,  after 
listening  to  an  impressive  sermon, — gobbling  up  the 
good  seed;  but  never  mind,  sow  generously,  leave 
plenty  for  the  birds;  plenty,  too,  for  the  travelers — 
evil  spirits — to  trample  underfoot.  It  is  always  bet- 
ter to  waste  a  little  than  to  spoil  the  harvest;  better 
to  have  boundless  faith  in  the  productivity  of  the 
good  soil,  than  it  is  to  live  in  fearful  dread  of  prodi- 
gality; better — infinitely  better — to  give  to  many 
undeserving  beggars,  than  it  is  by  withholding  from 
all  to  let  one  starve.  The  trouble  with  most  Chris- 
tians is  that  they  sow  far  too  grudgingly. 

Also,  do  not  ignore  the  light-hearted.  They  are 
the  victims  of  circumstances.  They  have  no  personal 
conviction,  private  judgment,  individual  initiative ; 
no  deep  undercurrents  of  thought,  feeling,  and  will. 
They  run  with  the  crowd;  they  always  get  on  the 
popular  side ;  they  mistake  impulse  for  conviction, 
feeling  for  devotion ;  they  get  their  religion  in  a  few 
minutes,  and  spend  the  remainder  of  their  time 
' '  falling  from  grace. "  In  a  word,  they  have  no  deep, 
abiding  faith  in  the  eternal  God  as  their  refuge. 


Still,  give  them  plenty  of  seed,  and  equally  as  much 
patience,  and  in  due  season  you  will  surely  reap  if 
you  faint  not. 

And  by  all  means,  have  special  regard  for  those 
full  of  ''evil  thoughts,  adulteries,  fornications,  mur- 
ders, thefts,  covetousness,  wickedness,  deceit,  las- 
civiousness,  an  evil  eye,  blasphemy,  pride,  foolish- 
ness." They  are  the  double-hearted;  scarcely  hypo- 
crites, and  yet  so  very  like  them  that  few  people 
ever  detect  the  difference.  You  will  hear  them  say- 
ing, ''Father,  give  me  the  portion  of  goods  that 
falleth  to  me,"  when  tlie}^  ought  to  be  heeding: 
"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God,  and  his  right- 
eousness." They  are  strong,  deep,  rich,  appreciative 
men  and  women,  but  cares,  riches,  pleasures,  sap 
their  life-blood.  They  are  serving  God  one  minute, 
mammon  the  next ;  struggling  between  life  and 
death  to  obey  two  masters,  and  pleasing  neither  one ; 
entering  into  everything  with  all  their  might,  with 
little  or  no  influence  in  anything :  and  always  dying 
heart-broken  because  they  have  accomplished  so  lit- 
tle. Nevertheless,  you  must  be  hopeful ;  stick  to  your 
sowing:  there  is  a  time  of  separation  coming  when 
your  good  work  will  be  made  manifest. 

An  "honest  and  good  heart,"  too,  you  must  not 
overlook.  It  is  so  easy  to  forget  the  whole-hearted. 
They  attract  little  attention.  They  do  their  work 
quietly  and  secretly.  They  never  give  any  trouble ; 
never  murmur  or  complain :  they  are  just  the  same 
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ill  suiiihine  and  in  shower.  And  with  them  the  truth 
is  marvelously  multiplied,  thirty,  sixty,  an  hundred- 
fold.   Appreciate  their  good  work. 

And  now  is  the  time  to  sow :  to  sow  at  home,  to 
sow  in  business,  to  sow  in  the  press,  to  sow  in  church 
and  school.  The  opportunity  truly  is  great.  The 
newspapers  are  telling  the  farmers  that  the  greatest 
service  they  can  render  humanity  is  to  sow  more 
seed;  and  they  are  right.  But  that  is  not  all:  Now 
is  the  time  to  sow  those  great  eternal  truths, — the 
love  of  the  Father,  sin,  forgiveness,  self-sacrifice, 
fellowship,  immortality, — which  survive  all  change 
and  decay,  and  which  make  for  the  coming  of  the 
Kingdom. 

Do  a  few  unbelievers  annoy  you? — then  you  are 
a  stingy  sower.  Does  an  occasional  laugh  or  sneer 
or  jest  discourage  you? — then  you  are  a  reluctant 
sower.  Do  cares  or  riches  or  pleasures  tempt  you? — 
then  you  are  a  trustless  sower.  Do  the  loyal  and 
good  and  true  keep  you  faithful? — then  you  are  a 
happy  sower.  Keep  in  mind  the  harvest.  ' '  They  that 
sow  in  tears  shall  reap  in  joy.''  Is  there  anything 
more  beautiful  in  all  the  world  than  a  great  wheat 
field  on  a  bright  summer's  day?  The  beaming  sun, 
the  balmy  air,  and  the  golden  grain — how  refreshing, 
how  satisfying !  Hoav  suggestive  of  a  more  glorious 
harvest  in  the  Father's  house.  '^He  that  soweth  to 
the  Spirit  shall  of  the  Spirit  reap  life  everlasting." 
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